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{above) Participants to the “Okinawan First" Festival line up to meet and talk to
representatives from the 18th Force Support Squadron Non-Appropriated Funds
office. {right) Willis Wheeler, deputy director of a U.5. government contractor,
speaks to the businesspersons during an individual meeting.
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US Forces strengthen
business relationships

with Okinawa companies

Hiroko Tamaki

The contracting officers of the
LS. Forces on Okinawa gathered
April 22 at the Okinawa Chamber
of Commerce & [ndustry Hall in
Okinawa City to give insight to
Okinawa’s local vendors on what
business opportunities are within
their reach.

The event, called “Okinawan
First” Festival, was co-hosted
by the Okinawa Chamber of
Commerce and Industry and the
American Consulate General,
Naha, to help local companies
build business relationships with
the U.S. government.

“We decided to organize this
event because there has been in-
creasing interest in doing business
with the ULS, Forces,” said Seitoku
Shimabukuro, director of Admin-
istration Division of OCCIL.

Ten presentations were given
by the contracting offices of the
Army, Navy, Air Force and Ma-

12. REEE201NEES

RED2XR—TUEAN

rine Corps as well as organizations
that provide services to the U.S.
military.

“There are several hundred
business opportunities that exist
here,” Lt.Col. Phillip L. Hendrix
I1, commander of 18th Contract-
ing Squadron, U.S. Air Force, said
during his presentation. “Wewant
to make these business opportuni-
ties available to local businesses
and create a win-win situation.”

The products the U.S. military
installations would purchase in-
clude auto parts, gravel, furniture,
office and recreational supplies,
kitchen equipment, uniforms and
arranged flowers. They need
services ranging from landscape
beautification to entertainment
and craft instructors,

“We purchase a wide range ot
goods and services so we would
love to hear what Okinawan ven-
dors can offer,” said Junko Yagi,
supervisory purchasing agent with

the 18th Force Support Squadron

www.okinawa.usme.mil/BigCircle

Non-Appropriated Funds.

Businesspeople who want to
speak to contracting ofticers per-
sonally could meet with them
during individual meetings.

“Weve heard a lot today (about
the business), and I think this is the
first step forward,” said Akiko Ka-
meshima, one of the participants
and president of Manyu Shoji, an
import/export company. “This
event helps spread the information
that has been shared by a limited
part of the business community.”

“It was great to learn about the
U.S. Forces as a business partner
and discover new business oppor-
tunities,” said Shimabukuro.

The contracting offices also
benefit from obtaining what they
need from the local market rather
than having it shipped from main-
land Japan or the U.S.

“It was a great opportunity
for all contracting offices to col-
lectively provide information to

local businesses on what we do,

what we buy, the rules we oper-

ate under and how they can seek
opportunities to do business with
the U.S. Government,” said Kim
Sakura Higa, deputy director of
Supervisory Contracting Office,
Marine Corps Regional Contract-
ing Office Far East.

Four weeks after the event,
Higa has seen an increase in
inquiries and contacts from local

vendors.
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Oyadomari from Okinawa Industry Promotion Public

An Okinawan businessman exchanges business
cards with Cynthia Mckeague, Okinawa director
of General Services Administration, and Edward
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