
 
 
 
 
 
 

VITAL STATISTICS ON OUR VITAL PARTNER, JAPAN 
 
 
WORLD’S THIRD LARGEST ECONOMY 
2014 GDP $4.6 trillion, 6% of world total1 

 
MAJOR INNOVATOR 
World #6 ranking for national competitiveness, 2014 - 20152

 

World #2 investor in R&D as a share of GDP at 3.4%, 20143 
World share of total R&D spending 10.2% (2014; U.S. 31.1%)3 

World #2 in international patent applications (2014)4 

World #4 for solar PV capacity (behind Germany, UK and U.S., 2014)5 

 
VITAL TRADING PARTNER 
#4 export market for U.S goods, including agriculture, $66.8 billion in 20146 
#4 source of imports into the U.S., $134 billion in 20146 

#2 market for U.S. aerospace exports, $9 billion in 2012 ($3.7 billion in 2013 Q1-Q2)7
 

Merchandise trade deficit shrank from $84 billion in 2007 to $67 billion in 20148 
30% increase in the amount of exports (U.S. exports to Japan) in 5 years (2009 - 2014)8 

 

MAJOR INVESTOR IN THE U.S. 
#2 source of FDI in the U.S., $33.8 billion in 20149 

#2 total stock of FDI in the U.S., $373 billion as of 2014 (6.4% increase from 2013)10 

U.S. subsidiaries of Japanese firms contributed $69.3 billion to U.S. goods exports in 2013 (total goods exports 
from foreign-owned affiliates roughly $360 billion)11 
Japanese-sourced FDI’s share of contribution to U.S. goods exports at 19.3% in 2013 (total FDI’s share of 
contributions to U.S. goods exports at 22.8%)11 
U.S. subsidiaries of Japanese-owned firms contributed the most to U.S. goods exports of all markets from 
which the U.S. receives FDI11 

 
KEY DESTINATION FOR U.S. INVESTMENT 
3,189 U.S.-affiliated firms in Japan in 2013 (increased 1.8 times compared to 2001)12 

$108 billion in total stock of U.S. FDI in Japan as of 2014 (10.3% decrease from 2013)13 

1,151 firms operate in Japan that list their HQs as being within the U.S., as of 2015, roughly 38% of  
   all foreign corporations operating in Japan14 
3,000 members from over 1,000 companies at the American Chamber of Commerce in Japan15 

 
VALUED VISITOR, GRACIOUS HOST 
#4 source of international visitors (3.6 million Japanese visited the U.S. in 2014)16 

#4 source of tourism spending ($17.7 billion in 2014; Canada #1, China #2, Mexico #3)16 

Japanese travelers, globally reached a record 16.2 million in 201517 
Record high 19.7 million Japan-bound tourists in 201517

 

 
PRIME PARTNER IN EDUCATIONAL EXCHANGE 
#8 source of international university students to the U.S.: 19,064 in 2014/2015 school year18 
Doubling bilateral exchanges by 2020 a commitment by the Abe Government19 
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